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This legislation raises the penalty for
those who help cop-killers flee the
country from a maximum of 15 years in
prison to a mandatory minimum sen-
tence of 15 years behind bars.

Mr. Speaker, it will always be our
preference for State and local prosecu-
tors to go after cop-killers. Police keep
our local communities safe and local
prosecutors should have primary juris-
diction over these cases. That is why
we included language to give priority
to local prosecutors, and we have made
clear that nothing in this bill would su-
persede that authority. In addition, the
penalty under the bill would be a con-
secutive sentence to any other State or
Federal punishment. This provision
would ensure that any punishment on
the local level would be enhanced by an
additional Federal sentence.

Finally, we firmly believe that the
Bush administration should use all
tools available to bring about a change
in Mexico’s extradition policy. We in-
cluded a provision directing the Sec-
retary of State to enter into formal
discussions with the Mexican govern-
ment on the U.S.-Mexico extradition
treaty.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation sends a
powerful message to Mexico and any
other country that refuses to extradite
a fugitive cop-killer. It shows that the
United States Congress considers this a
crime against America. Passage of this
bill will ensure that perpetrators of
these heinous crimes will be brought to
justice.

I urge my colleagues to join with us
in cosponsoring this very important
measure.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 37
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BRADLEY of New Hamp-
shire) at 2 p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, You are our refuge in trou-
ble and the comforter of Your people.
Natural disasters, civil strife, and all
forms of suffering may cause Your peo-
ple to feel vulnerable and become dis-
couraged. But often, right in the midst
of conflict or chaos, You reveal Your
powerful grace which elevates and re-
deems.

As we hear the stories of brothers
and sisters in distress, we also learn of
their bravery, self-sacrifice and the
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goodness of others. Lord, lead us
through present difficulties that we
may find deeper solidarity with one an-
other. Help us to shore up this Nation’s
infrastructure to serve the common
good. Wipe away all disillusion so we
make better plans for the future.

Lord, inspire all in public service and
all citizens to be accountable to You,
responsible for one another, and caring
most for the weakest in our midst.
Only then will we prove ourselves to be
truly Your people both now and for-
ever. Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment bills of the House of the
following titles:

H.R. 2385. An act to extend by 10 years the
authority of the Secretary of Commerce to
conduct the quarterly financial report pro-
gram.

H.R. 3784. An act to temporarily extend the
programs under the Higher Education Act of
1965, and for other purposes.

——

BLAIR STANDS FIRM AGAINST
TERRORISM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, although some war cynics
continue to call for a ‘‘retreat and de-
feat policy,” Prime Minister Tony
Blair has proven that he is committed
to finishing the mission in Iraq.

Two weeks ago, Prime Minister Blair
gave a scorching speech at the United
Nations confirming U.S. and British in-
tent to win the global war on ter-
rorism.

According to The Post and Courier of
Charleston, South Carolina, ‘‘Mr.
Blair’s eloquence secured unanimous
backing of the Security Council for a
British resolution outlawing incite-
ment to commit acts of terrorism.”

Prime Minister Blair clearly dis-
missed the argument that U.S. and
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British intervention in 1Iraq had
spawned terrorism. As he said, Iraq is a
pretext as the cause of terrorism,
which actually is the doctrine of fanat-
icism.

“Terrorism won’t be defeated until
our determination is as complete as
theirs; our defense of freedom as reso-
lute as their fanaticism, our passion
for democracy as great as their passion
for tyranny,”’ said Mr. Blair.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 438

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to have my
name removed as a cosponsor of H.R.
438.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

CONGRESS NEEDS TO TAKE THE
WHEEL

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the ad-
ministration has the answer to the en-
ergy crisis. Drive less, they are telling
the American people.

Drive less? Oil companies are making
record profits, kids are not going to
school in Georgia, gas lines are forming
in the South, and here in the Nation’s
Capital, gas prices are over $3 a gallon.

Drive less? Since this administration
moved from Texas to Washington, D.C.,
the top five oil companies earned $254
billion in pure profit. Think about it.
These companies made $254 billion in
profit from the last 5 years. The clean-
up from Katrina will cost at least $200
billion.

What are we doing here? Drive less?
The administration is asking every
American to sacrifice mobility but not
asking the oil companies to sacrifice a
dime of their profit. The problem is not
that the American people are driving
too much. The problem is that the oil
companies are driving our Nation’s en-
ergy policies, driving up the cost of
gasoline, natural gas and home heating
oil, and every chance of driving them-
selves toward huge profits.

It is time for Congress to take back
the wheel. It is time for a sustainable
energy policy which puts consumers,
the environment, human health and
peace first.

——
CONGRESSIONAL HURRICANE
KATRINA INVESTIGATION

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, in the
aftermath of the two hurricanes,
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